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Editorial
Qatar Chamber fully engaged in Arab and foreign activities Qatar Chamber fully engaged in Arab and foreign activities 

Qatar Chamber is actively involved in all events and 
conferences held by Arab or foreign joint chambers. It believes 
that it is important to strengthen communication with its 
counterparts to exchange information and experiences for 
the best practices and initiatives that serve the Qatari private 
sector.
There is no doubt that this participation confirms the role 
of joint chambers in promoting Arab economic action with 
many foreign countries by creating a favourable climate and 
a network of communication at both the official and private 
level.
Recently, the Qatar Chamber has participated in a number 
of activities such as the annual coordinating meeting of the 
Joint Arab-Foreign Chambers held at the headquarters of the 
League of Arab States. The meeting discussed the role of joint 
chambers in developing and promoting cooperation between 
Arab and foreign countries and in serving businessmen from 
both sides.
It has also participated in meeting of the Federation of GCC 
Chambers, in which a committee was formed with the aim 
to develop the performance of the Federation’s General 
Secretariate, functional structure and administrative 
regulations in a way that serves objectives of the Federation, 
enhances its potentials, and helps in proposing new 
activities and events that support its financial resources. The 

committee is formed from four member Chambers, including 
the Qatar Chamber and the chambers of Kuwait, Bahrain, and 
Oman.
Further, the Chamber has partaken in a meeting of Board 
of Directors of the Union of Arab Chambers (UAC) which 
was held in Cairo. The meeting touched on several issues 
and topics related to boosting cooperation between private 
sector of Arab countries. It also focused on issues that help 
inactivating the intra-Arab trade and supporting the Greater 
Arab Free Trade Area (GAFTA) to achieve the Ara common 
market. It underscored the importance of developing 
cooperation and working to highlight the most prominent 
fields for investment available in Arab countries, as well as 
facilitating the establishment of mutual investments that 
attract foreign investments, localize investments in Arab 
countries, and support the growth of inter-Arab trade.
Moreover, the Chamber hosted the 50th meeting of 
the Executive Committee of the Federation of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council Chambers (FGCCC).
In this context and based on the support of Qatar for joint 
Gulf action to achieve economic integration among GCC 
states, we would like to confirm our continued support for 
all efforts to achieve integration and strengthen cooperation 
between all GCC Chambers in favour of the Gulf economy.
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Article

UN Global Compact boosts 
corporate sustainability

Over the recent year, sustainability has gained a global interest 
due to its importance in societies and the future of coming 
generations. 
In 2015, all United Nations Member States adopted the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that includes 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These goals call for 
adopting many procedures, including providing sustainable 
economic growth, and enhancing jobs creation as well as 
tackling climate change and pollution and other environmental 
factors that impact people’s life.
Beyond any doubt, the Qatar National Vision 2030 represents 
an inclusive strategy to achieve sustainable development that 
aims to transform Qatar into an advanced country capable 
of sustainable development with the goal of providing a high 
standard of living for all citizens by the year 2030.
In this regard, the Qatar Chamber recently joined the UN 
Global Compact (UNGC), which is the world’s largest corporate 
sustainability imitative. The Chamber’s concern to be part of 
this global initiative stemmed out from its strong conviction 
of the UNGC Ten Principles on human rights, labour, 
environment, and development.
In fact, the UN Global Compact principles keep pace with 
with the Qatar National Vision 2030, whose pillars include 

the human development, social development, economic 
development, and environmental development.
The Chamber’s keenness on the commitment to sustainable 
development criteria emphasizes the increasing importance 
of sustainability across all economic sectors, and it also 
corresponds with its role in supporting the private sector.
The UNGC is a key initiative to encourage companies 
worldwide to adopt sustainability and social responsibility, 
stressing that it supports companies by aligning their strategies 
and operations with Ten Principles.
It supports companies to do business responsibly by aligning 
their strategies and operations with Ten Principles on human 
rights, labour, environment, and anti-corruption. It calls for 
taking strategic actions to advance broader societal goals, such 
as the UN Sustainable Development Goals, with an emphasis 
on collaboration and innovation.
To support the UNGC principles, the Chamber will organise 
seminars and workshops for companies to raise awareness 
of the sustainable development goals, and encourage them 
to adopt suitability in their businesses, as well as provide the 
Compact’s link on the Chamber’s website to help companies get 
acquainted with any developments related to the Compact and 
experiences of companies from world countries in this regard.
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The value of private sector 
exports last year increased by 75 
percent year-on-year to reach 
QR26.4 billion compared to 
QR 15 billion in 2020 and by 
20 percent compared to QR 
21.7 billion in 2019. This surge 
has confirmed the significant 
recovery of the private sector 
activity and Qatar economy in 
general from the implications 
of the COVID19- pandemic, as 
it reached to levels better than 
those before the application of 
precautionary measures.
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QC Chairman: Qatar’s national products 
are more competitive

Qatar Chamber Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani praised the “1000 Opportunities 
Initiative” which was launched by the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry during the “National Product 
Week”, noting that it allows local investors to obtain 
investment opportunities offered by major foreign and 
local companies operating in Qatar.
The initiative offers an opportunity for small and 
medium-sized companies to develop their products 
and services and become more competitive in the 
Qatari market, Sheikh Khalifa said, adding that will be 
of a good advantage to the private sector to play larger 
role in the economic activity.
In a statement on the sidelines of his participation in 
the “National Product Week” ceremony held at the 
headquarter of the Ministry, HE pointed out that the 

national product has proven efficiency in the local 
market and foreign markets as well, stressing that 
local products have become more competitive with 
imported products in terms of price and quality, which 
contributed to raising the rates of increasing the State’s 
self-sufficiency.
QC Chairman also lauded the efforts made by the 
Ministry to support the local market, especially 
SMEs, affirming that this will reflect positively on the 
national economy.
He also confirmed the Ministry’s role in enhancing 
communication between SMEs and government 
bodies, praising the interest of government entities 
to increase their purchases of locally manufactured 
products.
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Qatar Chamber Chairman HE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani met with a delegation from 
the British Parliament headed 
by HE Angus Brendan MacNeil, 
Member of Parliament and Chair 
of the UK International Trade 
Commission, who is currently 
visiting Qatar.
During the meeting, the officials 
touched on bilateral relations 
between the two countries in the 
commercial, and economic fields, 
as well as ways to enhance and 
develop them. 
They also discussed investment 
opportunities available in both 
sides, as well as the British interest 
in deepening economic relations 
with Qatar particularly and the 
GCC states in general after its exit 

from the European Union, and 
opening markets to Qatari and 
British companies to expand trade 
and investment between the two 
sides.
The meeting was attended by QC 
general manger Saleh bin Hamad 
Al Sharqi.
Addressing the meeting, HE 
Sheikh Khalifa praised the close 
relations between Qatar and the 
UK, noting that there are various 
Qatari investments there in many 
sectors such as infrastructure, real 
estate, and sports.
HE also paid tribute to the 
two countries’ trade exchange, 
stressing that the UK is an 
important trade partner to Qatar.
In turn, HE Angus Brendan 
MacNeil lauded the distinct 

relations between both countries, 
assuring his country’s keenness to 
underpin cooperation with Qatar 
in all fields, increase their trade 
exchange and attract more Qatari 
investments in all sectors.
HE also pointed out that the 
delegation’s visit aims to explore 
new aspects of cooperation 
between both parties and study 
mechanisms that facilitate mutual 
investments between them.
It is worth mentioning that 
the Qatari investments in UK 
amounted to £ 40bn, while the two 
countries’ trade volume exceeded 
QR 16.6bn last years despite 
the implication of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Qatar Chamber reviews commercial 

ties with British Parliament delegation
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Qatar Chamber, Azerbaijan’s SMB 
review establishing joint business council

On the sidelines of the Qatar 
International Agriculture 
Exhibition (AgriteQ 2022), 
Qatar Chamber Chairman HE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
Al Thani met with Orkhan 
Mammadov, the Chairman 
of the SMEs Development 
Agency of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan (SMB).
The meeting was attended by 
QC First Vice-Chairman HE 

Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari 
and Second Vice-Chairman HE 
Rashed bin Hamad Al Athba in 
the presence of Ambassador of 
Azerbaijan to Qatar HE. Rashad 
Ismayilov.
The meeting deliberated on 
economic and trading relations 
between both countries and 
ways to enhancing them, 
the investment climate, and 
opportunities available in both 
sides and the possibility of signing 
a memorandum of understanding 
between Qatar and Azerbaijan 
chambers to establish a joint 

businessmen council.
Speaking at the meeting, HE 
Sheikh Khalifa lauded the 
distinguished relations both 
countries enjoy, noting that Qatari 
businessmen are eager to get 
acquainted with the investment 
opportunities galore in various 
sectors such as agriculture and 
food security.
HE affirmed that QC encourages 
Qatari investors to invest in 
Azerbaijan and supports all efforts 
aiming to develop both countries’ 
trade exchange which is still below 
aspirations.

On his part, HE Rufat Atakishiiyev 
undersored the leading role that 
can be performed by the joint 
business council in enhancing 
cooperation between private 
sectors in both countries, pointing 
to the strong will of his country to 
attract Qatari investors.
Bin Twar praised the economic 
and commercial cooperation 
between both parties, noting that 
the joint businessmen council 
will see board participation from 
Qatari businessmen who are 
willing to explore investment 
climate in Azerbaijan.
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QC Chairman, Oman Undersecretary of Commerce 
Ministry review boosting cooperation ties

Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani 
met at the Chamber’s headquarters 
with HE Aseela bint Salem Al 
Samsamia, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry, 
and Investment Promotion of the 
Sultanate of Oman.
The meeting was attended by QC 
board member Ibtihaj Al Ahmadani 
and Ambassador of the Sultanate of 
Oman to the State of Qatar H E Najib 
bin Yahya Al Balushi.
The meeting reviewed fields of 
joint economic and commercial 
cooperation between the two 
brotherly countries, and ways to 
enhancing them, especially at the 
level of the private sector, and the 
role it can perform to develop mutual 
investments and take their trade 
exchange to higher levels.
It also reviewed the possibly 
of holding a Qatari-Omani 
business forum in Oman with the 
participation of businessmen and 
investors from both sides to discuss 
the investment climate, available 

opportunities, and the possibility of 
establishing joint ventures.
Addressing the meeting, HE 
Sheikh Khaifa praised the level of 
cooperation between the Qatari 
private sector with its Omani 
counterpart which witnessed 
significant development over the past 
few years, noting that this confirmed 
the close relations between the 
private sector of both countries and 
both brotherly countries in general.
HE Sheikh Khalifa also said that 
there are more than 200 Omani 
companies operating in Qatar 
with 100 % Omani ownership and 
about 200 Omani companies with 
Qatari partners in various sectors 
such as trade, contracting, services, 
hospitality, energy, and maintenance.
For her part, HE Aseela bint Salem 
Al Samsami paid tribute to the deep 
relation between the two brotherly 
countries, stressing the importance 
to further cement commercial 
cooperation between both sides, 
especially at the level of the private 
sector to achieve the desirable 

integration between both countries.
Al Samsami noted that there 
are substantial opportunities for 
investment in Oman in various 
sectors such as manufacturing, 
renewable energy, agriculture, and 
others, assuring that Oman offers 
many incentives to attract foreign 
investments in all sectors and that 
Qatari investors willing to invest 
in Oman will gain considerable 
incentives and advantages,
QC board member Ibtihaj 
Al Ahmadani underscored 
the importance of enhancing 
cooperation between businesswomen 
in both countries, citing the vital role 
played by the Qatari Businesswomen 
Forum in underpinning the role 
of Qatari woman in the national 
economy.
Al Ahmadani also pointed out 
that the past few years saw an 
increasing commercial and 
investment activities, hoping that 
businesswomen from Qatar and 
Oman forge joint ventures and 
partnerships.
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Algerian President invites Qataris to invest in his country

HE President of the sisterly 
People’s Democratic 

Republic of Algeria Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune met with officials from 
Qatar Chamber at Sheraton Hotel.
Qatar Chamber First Vice-
Chairman HE Mohamed bin 
Ahmed bin Twar Al Kuwary 
attended the meeting alongside 
with several board member 
including Abdulrahman Al Ansari, 
Dr Mohamed bin Jawhar Al 
Mohamed and Khalid bin Jabor Al 
Kuwary.
During the meeting, HE Tebboune 
affirmed the strong relations 
between Qatar and Algeria, noting 
that there is a common desire to 
boost such relations and develop 
them in all fields.
HE called on Qatari investors and 
businessmen to invest in Algeria, 
noting that there is a myriad of 
investment opportunities available 
in many sectors such as services, 
real estate and industry.
HE the Algerian President 
affirmed that the investment 
environment is witnessing 
significant development through 

improving the legal and legislative 
structure, indicating that a slew of 
laws will be issued soon to further 
support the investments and 
provide facilities for investors and 
businessmen.
The meeting touched on the 
possibility of exchanging 
expertise between the Qatari 
and Algerian private sectors and 
organising a business visit of 
Qatari businessmen to Algeria to 
get acquainted with the available 
investment opportunities.
For his part, HE Mohamed bin 
Twar Al Kuwari praised the robust 
close relations between Qatar 
and Algeria and the common 
desire of both parties to develop 
them especially in economic and 
commercial aspects, stressing that 
Qatari businessmen are keen to 
direct their investment to Algeria.
As for trade between both 
countries, Al Kuwari said that the 
two countries’ bilateral trade grew 
by 12 percent from QR 132mn 
in 2020 to QR 148mn last year, 
noting that despite this growth but 
the trade exchange between both 

brotherly countries is still below 
expectations and the enormous 
potential both countries own.
HE noted that there are about 52 
Qatari-Algerian firms operating 
in Qatar in many sectors including 
trade, contracting, services, 
fashion, furnishings, interior 
design, and education, pointed out 
that the Qatari market welcomes 
the Algerian companies, as there 
are a plenty of opportunities 
for establishing joint ventures 
between companies from both 
countries whether in Qatar or 
Algeria.
He elaborated on the successful 
models of Qatari-Algerian 
partnerships such as the Algerian-
Qatari Steel Company, which 
owns the Bellara Steel Complex 
in Jijel province, an investment 
cost of about $2 billion, and 
Ooredoo Group, which has 
achieved remarkable success in 
Algeria’s telecommunications 
sector, in addition to several 
important investments by Qatari 
businessmen in many sectors.
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Nyusi calls Qatari investors to 
invest in Mozambique

HE President of the Republic of Mozambique Filipe 
Jacinto Nyusi has called Qatari investors to invest in 
his country which is rife with a plenty of investment 
opportunities in many sectors such as services, 
tourism, mining, ports development, real estate and 
infrastructure.
This came during a meeting with officials of Qatar 
Chamber (QC) at the Sheraton Hotel in the presence 
of QC first vice-chairman Mohamed bin Twar Al 
Kuwari and board members Abdulrahman Al Ansari, 
Dr Mohamed bin Jawhar Al Mohamed and Khalid bin 
Jabor Al Kuwary.
For his part, HE Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari 
stressed that the Qatari private sector is interested 
to bolster cooperation relations with is counterpart 
in Mozambique, indicating that Qatari businessmen 
are looking forward to learning about Mozambique’s 
investment climate in Mozambique and opportunities 

galore for investment.
Al Kuwari noted that the two countries’ trade volume 
reached last year about QR 71mn which is below 
aspirations of the two friendly countries, assuring 
that enhancing cooperation between Qatari and 
Mozambican businessmen and forging mutual 
investments would help promote the trade exchange 
between both countries.
He also referred to the MOU which was signed 
between chambers of Qatar and Mozambique in 2019, 
noting that Qatar Chamber is eager to activate the 
cooperation between private sectors of both countries.
He also reiterated that Qatar Chamber encourages 
Qatar investors and businessmen to explore 
investment opportunities in Africa in general 
and particularly in Mozambique, as it is rife with 
investment opportunities in various sectors.
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QC Chairman, Armenian Minister of 
Economy discuss cementing cooperation

Qatar Chamber Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al-Thani met on Wednesday March 9 with 
Minister of Economy of the Republic of Armenia HE 
Vahan Kerobyan.
 Also present at the meeting ambassador of Armenia to 
the State of Qatar HE Armen Sargsyan and QC general 
manager Saleh bin Hamad Al-Sharqi.
The meeting touched on reviewing commercial and 
economic cooperation ties and ways to enlacing 
them, investment climate in both countries and the 
possibility of forging partnerships between private 
sectors companies in a way that develop bilateral trade 
between Qatar and Armenia.
The Armenian Minister called Qatari businessmen 
to study the investment opportunities available in 
his country, noting that Armenia offers a plenty of 
opportunities in many sectors such as agriculture, 

livestock, tourism, real estate, and advanced 
technologies.
For his part, QC Chairman praised the friendly 
relations between both countries, pointing to the 
common desire of them towards levelling up their 
economic and trading cooperation.
HE stressed the Chamber’s interest to encourage 
Qatari investors to explore Armenia’s investment 
climate and benefit from opportunities available in 
many fields including the food security and modern 
technology.
It is worth mentioning that the two countries are 
linked to a set of agreements and memoranda of 
understanding related to the avoidance of double 
taxation and, trade, economic and technical 
cooperation, encouragement, and mutual protection of 
investments, cultural, agricultural and tourism.
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Qatar Chamber joins 

the United Nations Global Compact 

The UN Senior Stakeholders Advisor and Country 
Manager of the Global Compact (UNGC) in Qatar 
and Kuwait Rabaa Hassan Al-Juma announced that 
Qatar Chamber has joined the UNGC – the world’s 
largest corporate sustainability initiative.

This was revealed during a 
meeting between Al-Juma and 
Qatar Chamber General Manager 
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi which 
was held via video conferencing.
In a statement, QC Chairman 
HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani said that Qatar Chamber, as 
a supporter of the Qatari private 
sector, has been keen to join the 
UNGC, stressing that it would 
work to raise the awareness of 
private sector companies on this 
global initiative to urge them to 
participate in the implementation 
of its Ten Principles that promote 
better business practices in the 
areas of human rights, labour, 
environment, and anti-corruption.
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HE Sheikh Khalifa pointed 
out that these principles 
are in line with the Qatar 
National Vision 2030, 
whose pillars include the 
human development, 
social development, 
economic development, and 
environmental development.
HE also said that the UNGC 
is a key initiative to encourage 
companies worldwide to 
adopt sustainability and 
social responsibility, stressing 
that it supports companies 
by aligning their strategies 
and operations with Ten 
Principles.

For his part, Saleh Al Sharqi 
underscored the Chamber’s 
concern to be part of this global 
initiative stemmed out from 
its strong conviction of the 
UNGC Ten Principles on human 
rights, labour, environment, and 
development.
Al Sharqi stressed the Chamber’s 
keenness on the commitment to 
sustainable development criteria, 
indicating that sustainability has 
become of great importance across 
all economic sectors.
“We will work to support the 
UNGC’s principles and initiatives 
that enhance the objectives of 
sustainable development through 
holding seminars and workshops 
for companies to raise awareness 

on sustainability, as well as 
encourage companies to adopt 
suitability in their businesses”, he 
added.
On her part, Rabaa Al-Juma 
congratulated the Chamber on 
join the UNGC, citing the leading 
role it can perform as an incubator 
for the Qatari private sector by 
urging Qatari firms to align their 
operations and strategies with the 
UNGC Ten Principles.
Al-Juma expressed the hope to 
bolster cooperation with Qatar 
Chamber, noting that the initial 
cooperation will be in May through 
holding a virtual meeting for the 
UNGC with the participation of 
Qatar and Kuwait chambers.
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Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
Al Thani inaugurated Al Warkaa-Rankoussi Factory in 
the Small & Medium Enterprises Zone.
The factory is a full Qatari investment that is financed 
by Qatar Development Bank with the aim to provide 
the local market with its requirements from textile, 
furniture, fabrics, and masks.
Held in adherence with the precautionary measures 

relating to COVID-19, the inauguration ceremony was 
attended by HE Sheikh Jassim bin Ahmed bin Khalifa 
Al Thani, HE Sheikh Ali bin Jassim bin Ahmed bin 
Khalifa Al Thani, founder, and chairman of the factory, 
and Wael Rankoussi, the general manager, alongside 
with a number of businessmen.
Following the opening ceremony, HE Sheikh Khalifa 
alongside all attendees toured the factory, where they 

QC Chairman opens Al QC Chairman opens Al 
Warkaa-Rankoussi factory Warkaa-Rankoussi factory 
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were briefed on its various sections 
and production processes.
In a statement, HE Sheikh Khalifa 
stressed the Qatar Chamber’s 
constant support for SMEs and 
its encouragement to Qatar 
businessmen and investors to 
invest in this vital sector and in 
other industries that are necessary 
for the local market.
At the level of industrial 
development, HE noted that Qatar 
SMEs sector had witnessed a 
remarkable development in the 
recent years, indicating that the 
industry sector grew by 6% in 
2020, and the number of factories 
amounted to 927 factories, with 
a total volume of investments 
amounted to QR 263 billion.
The contribution of the industrial 
sector to the GDP increased 
from 7.3% in 2020 to 8.7 % in 
H1 of 2021, which confirms the 
success of the state›s economic 
diversification strategy, he added.

On his part, HE 
Sheikh Ali bin Jassim 
bin Ahmed Al Thani, 
Chairman of the 
factory, said that Al 
Warkaa-Rankoussi 
is established in 
partnership with 
Rankoussi Group for 
Trading and Industry with the 
aim to produce non-woven 
fabrics (Dacron), which is the 
primary material that is used 
in many industries such as 
furniture, mattresses, filters, 
and pillows. 
It is the only factory in Qatar 
that manufactures these 
products, he stressed.
HE also noted that the factory 
manufactures all home 
furnishings, curtains of all 

types, blankets, hotel supplies, 
facial masks, and water filters.
HE Sheikh Ali bin Jassim 
thanked QDB for providing the 
financial support for the factory 
and Qatar Chamber for opening 
the factory and providing 
support for the local industry.
It is worth mentioning that 
Rankoussi Group is one of the 
largest leading companies in the 
field of industry and trade. It is 
active in Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, 
and Canada. 
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Qatar Chamber backs the intra-Arab 
trade, says Sheikh Khalifa

Qatar Chamber (QC) Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani has led the Chamber’s delegation 
participating in the 132nd meeting of Board of 
Directors of the Union of Arab Chambers (UAC) which 
was held in Cairo.
The delegation also included QC board members 
Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Obaidly and Rashid bin 
Nasser Al Kaabi, as well as Economic Advisor Dr. 
Mohamed Ibrahim, and Head of Public Relations 
Department Ahmed Abu Nahyia. 
The meeting touched on several issues and topics that 
are related to the Arab private sector, activities, and 
events the Union held last year and the work plan 
for the year 2022 in addition to reviewing reports 
and recommendations of the financial and executive 
committees.
Discussions also focused on updates of the global 
economy and business environment and other issues 
that help in boosting Arab cooperation in economic 
and commercial spheres.

In a statement, HE Sheikh Khalifa stressed the 
leading role played by the Union in activating 
the intra-Arab trade and supporting the Greater 
Arab Free Trade Area (GAFTA) to achieve the Ara 
common market, underscoring the importance of 
developing cooperation and working to highlight the 
most prominent areas and investment opportunities 
available in Arab countries, as well as facilitating 
the establishment of mutual investments that attract 
foreign investments, localize investments in Arab 
countries, and support the growth of inter-Arab trade.
Sheikh Khalifa also underscored the Qatar Chamber’s 
support for support for the Arab joint action in the 
various economic and commercial fields, stressing 
the need to strengthen intra-Arab trade, which is still 
below the level of ambition, because of its importance 
in achieving the desired Arab economic integration. He 
added that Qatar Chamber will continue to coordinate 
with various Arab Chambers to achieve this goal.

The UAC aims to achieve Arab economic integration within a comprehensive, 
effective, and developed framework so that it can deal and cooperate with other 
economic blocs on an equal bases that ensure the interests of all parties and 
contributes to the achievement of global prosperity and the representation of all 
economic sectors on the Arab, regional and international levels.
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Qatar Chamber partakes 
in the annual coordinating 
meeting of the Joint Arab-
Foreign Chambers
Qatar Chamber (QC) Chairman, Vice-President of the 
Arab-British Chamber of Commerce (ABCC) and Vice-
President of the Arab French Chamber of Commerce, 
HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani participated in 
the annual coordinating meeting of the Joint Arab-
Foreign Chambers which was held at the headquarters 
of the League of Arab States in Cairo.
The meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit, Secretary-General of the League of Arab 
States, in the presence of HE Abdullah Mohamed Al 
Mazrouei, President of the Union of Arab Chambers, 
and HE Peter Ramsauer, President of the Arab-
German Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The meeting was attended by a number of Arab 
chairmen, vice chairmen, and secretaries-general for 
the joint chambers, the general secretariat of the Union 
of Arab Chambers, and the general secretariat of the 
League of Arab States.
The meeting’s agenda included many topics including 
the activities of the joint Arab-Foreign chambers 
during the past two years and the work plan for the 

current year.
It discussed the role of joint chambers, which were 
founded in the sixties of the past century, in developing 
and promoting cooperation between Arab and foreign 
countries and in serving the businessmen from both 
sides. 
The joint chambers were able to become economic 
institutions that have an active role in promoting 
Arab economic work with many foreign countries 
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Qatar Chamber a member in a committee to develop the FGCC Chambers

Qatar Chamber Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim al-Thani presided over the Chamber’s 
delegation participating in a meeting of the 
Federation of GCC Chambers which was held via 
video conferencing.
The meeting discussed the estimated budget of 
the Federation for the current year.
The Chamber’s delegation also included Second 
Vice-Chairman HE Rashid bin Hamad al-Athba, 
Assistant Director General for Government 
Relations and Committees Affairs, Ali Bu Sherbak 
al-Mansouri, Chairman’s Advisor El-Sayed Rajab 

and Economic Advisor Dr. Mohamed Ibrahim.
During the meeting, a committee was formed 
with the aim to develop the performance of the 
Federation’s General Secretariate, functional 
structure and administrative regulations in a way 
that serves objectives of the Federation, enhances 
its potentials, helps in proposing new activities 
and events that support its financial resources.
The committee is formed from four member 
chambers including Qatar Chamber and 
chambers of Kuwait, Bahrain and Oman.

by creating a favorable climate, a strong network of 
communication and relations at the official and private 
levels, the meeting noted.
As for future activities, the meeting reviewed the 
experiences of the joint chambers in the field of the 
digital economy, as well as the digital platforms 
that are currently being implemented by some of 
the joint chambers with the aim of creating a strong 
and credible database that greatly benefits the Arab 
business community. 
It further discussed the participation of the Union 
of Arab Chambers in the Dubai Expo from 2830- 
March 2022 through the «Joint Chambers Week», 
with the aim of exchanging ideas and experiences 
and between Arab and foreign parties and enhancing 
communication between entrepreneurs from both 
sides.
The meeting’s agenda also touched on the participation 

of the Joint Arab-Foreign Chambers in the 4th World 
Entrepreneurs Investment Forum ‘WEIF2022’ 
which will be held in March 2022 at Expo Dubai 
and is organised by the Union of Arab Chambers in 
cooperation with the League of Arab States, the Union 
of Arab Banks, and the Arab Bank for Economic 
Development. 
On the sidelines of the forum, the second edition of 
the «Arab Rally» competition for entrepreneurship, 
innovation and leadership among Arab youth that will 
be launched.
Furthermore, the meeting discussed the European 
Union’s ‘Global Gateway’ Strategy, and how Arab states 
take advantage of it.
The Global Gateway aims to mobilise up to €300 
billion in investments between 2021 and 2027 and 
develop the infrastructure for many countries to 
compete the China’s Silk Road.
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Qatar-South Africa business forum 
review mutual investments

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari said that the relations between 
the State of Qatar and the Republic of South Africa 
witnessed great momentum within the past few years, 
as South Africa is an important trade partner to Qatar, 
pointing to their bilateral trade volume which hit 
QR 1.2bn last year compared to QR 786mn in 2020, 
registering an increase of 37 percent.
This came during the Qatar-South Africa business 
forum which was held on Monday via video 
conferencing. 
The webinar was attended by the Director of Asia and 
Middle East Region, Department of Trade, Industry 
and Competition (the dtic) Thulani Mpetsheni and 
President of the South African Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Mtho Xulu alongside with a number of 
representatives of companies from both countries.
Twar also stressed the strong relations between both 
countries, noting that these relations are evident 
through the mutual visits between leaders, government 
officials and private sector representatives and the 

agreements signed between both parties in many 
fields.
He said there is a certain desire from both sides 
towards levelling up their cooperation relations in all 
areas.
He added: “Qatar achieved tangible success in 
investing in the continent of Africa and there is a 
remarkable interest in investment in Africa through 
signing agreements with friendly countries and private 
sector companies”.
As for the Qatari investments in South Africa, he noted 
that Qatar established many investments there in 
many sectors such as oil, mining, and petrochemicals, 
indicating that QP signed deals with Total Energies 
on entering three more offshore exploration blocks in 
South Africa.
“South Africa is one of the most important 
destinations for Qatari investments, as it is rife with 
plant of promising opportunities that attract Qatari 
investors,” he added.
Twar confirmed the Qatar Chamber’s keenness to 
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encourage Qatari businessmen to get acquainted 
with the investment opportunities galore in South 
Africa, expressing its welcome to South African 
investments in the Qatari market and its support 
for companies from both countries to establish 
commercial alliances and genuine partnerships 
that benefit economies of both countries.
On his part, Director of Asia and Middle East 
Region, Department of Trade, Industry and 
Competition (the dtic) Thulani Mpetsheni praised 
the close relations between both countries, noting 
that these relations are boosted through mutual 
investments and signed agreements in many fields, 
stressing that Qatar is a strategic trade partners to 
South Africa and there is a keen interest to develop 
its exports to Qatar and increase their bilateral 
trade exchange.

President of the South African 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Mtho Xulu thanked Qatar 
Chamber for holding the forum, 
emphasizing the South African 
Chamber’s keenness to develop 
cooperation relations between 
companies from both sides.
Xulu also pointed to the possibility 
of organizing a business visit 
for South African businessmen 
to Qatar this year to meet their 
Qatari counterparts and discuss 
vistas of cooperation.
He also said that there are many 
sectors in South Africa that attract 

Qatari investors such as mining, 
manufacturing, technology, 
agriculture, and food security 
sectors, inviting Qatari companies 
to invest in his country and 
cooperate with their South African 
counterparts.
During the meeting, the 
South African side delivered a 
presentation about South African 
food and fruit exports.
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Qatar Chamber›s Chairman to QNA: FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 Enhances Qatar Position as Leading 
Global Destination for Business and Investment

HE Qatar Chamber›s Chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed Al-
Thani, affirmed that the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 enhances the country›s position 
as a leading global destination for business 
and investment, in light of the attractive 
legislative, regulatory, and institutional 
environment and advanced infrastructure.

His Excellency expected, in an exclusive 
interview with Qatar News Agency (QNA), 

that the national economy will continue its 

growth and development after the country 
hosts the tournament, especially after the 
great leaps it has achieved over the past 
years, in light of the presence of attractions 
that enhance its growth process and 

increase global confidence.
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His Excellency added 
that  the results from 

this hosting do not depend on 
the sports aspects only, but there 
are other aspects that are no less 
important, especially the economic 
aspects, as the hosting drew the 
world›s attention to the State of 
Qatar, and attention will turn more 
during the period of holding the 
global event during the months of 
November and December and this 
will provide the opportunity for 
investors and businessmen from 
different countries of the world 
to get to know the State of Qatar 
and its economy, and to discover 
the investment climate and the 
available opportunities, which 
will enhance the Qatari economy, 
and contribute to attracting more 
foreign investments to the country, 
in addition it will enhance the 
status of the country as a leading 
global centre for business and 
investment.
In response to a question about the 
most prominent growth drivers 
that will be focused on after 2022, 
His Excellency indicated that 
many sectors will be developed, 
such as tourism, knowledge 
economy, agriculture, industry, 
and other important sectors.
His Excellency added that the 
country›s expansion in LNG 
production coincides with an 
expected growth of the economy 
in all sectors, especially vital 
sectors such as education, health 
care, construction, food security, 
technology and others.

His Excellency stressed the 
positive repercussions of Qatar 
World Cup on the Qatari private 
sector, especially the tourism and 
trade sectors, which will witness 
significant growth in addition to 
attracting more investors, noting 
that restaurants, hotels, tourist 
resorts, stadiums and sports 
facilities will have a major role in 
attracting tourists over the years 
subsequent to the organization of 
the World Cup, and will constitute 
an important source of income for 
the state.
His Excellency expected that the 
State of Qatar will witness during 
the coming period strong foreign 
cash and investment flows, as a 
result of positive indicators in light 
of the economic developments 
the world is witnessing, which 
contributes to stimulating 
business at the local market level 
in addition to strengthening the 
foundations of high confidence 
among foreign investors in the 
Qatari economy, which it will 
enhance Qatar›s achievement of 
very high growth indicators that 
qualify it to achieve the highest 
levels of economic growth.
With regard to the states support 
for the private sector, His 
Excellency said that the state 
has gone beyond the issue of 
encouragement and support and is 
working to remove all obstacles for 
the private sector to play its hoped-
for role in development, praising 
the great support provided by 
Qatar to various economic sectors 

during the Coronavirus pandemic 
in order to alleviate the impact of 
the crisis on the business sectors.
His Excellency added that we 
appreciate the attention and 
tangible care of the state towards 
providing opportunities for the 
private sector and removing all 
obstacles to play its hoped-for role 
in development, in addition to 
providing a set of incentives that 
continued even in conjunction 
with Coronavirus through 
the financial support package 
estimated at QR 75 billion to 
help the private sector overcome 
repercussions of the pandemic.
His Excellency pointed out that 
the government›s stimulus comes 
in light of Qatar National Vision 
2030›s interest in the private 
sector, through diversifying 
sources of income and not 
relying on oil and gas resources, 
expanding support and support for 
the private sector and improving 
the business environment, as 
well as the policies of economic 
openness and investment 
promotion pursued by the state, 
which contributed to the increase 
in investments and the growth 
of the private sector and the 
expansion of its contribution to 
development.
Speaking to QNA, His Excellency 
said that expectations indicate 
that non-oil activities will witness 
a growth rate of 2.8 percent to 
4.7 percent this year, based on 
the expectations of the boom in 
activities related to hosting the 
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World Cup, noting that non-oil 
activities achieved an average 
growth of about 2.9 percent 
during the first nine months of 
2021 supported by the growth 
of the manufacturing, transport 
and trade sectors, where 
manufacturing industries alone 
represent 8 percent of real GDP.
On the mechanisms of increasing 
the private sectors contribution to 
the GDP, His Excellency explained 
in his interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), that the sectors 
contribution has witnessed great 
development and growth over the 
past years. This is evidenced by 
the volume of its exports, which 
according to the certificates of 
origin issued by Qatar Chamber 
during the first ten months of the 
year 2021 amounted to about QR 
23.2 billion, an increase of more 
than 88 percent compared to the 
same period of the year 2020, 
when it amounted to about QR 12.3 
billion.

His Excellency stressed that the 
partnership between the public 
and private sectors, which was 
reinforced by the Partnership Law 
that was issued two years ago, 
directly contributes to increasing 
the contribution of the private 
sector to the GDP, as it is a true 
partner of the public sector in the 
development process witnessed 
by the state, as well as other laws 
issued between 2018 and 2019 
that contributed to enhancing the 
role of the private sector, such as 
the law on non-Qatari ownership 
and use of real estate, and the law 
on investing non-Qatari capital in 
economic activity.
In response to a question about the 
competitive capabilities of private 
sector institutions, His Excellency 
indicated that the Qatari market 
is witnessing great openness, 
and the ability of companies 
and industrial institutions to 
compete is a matter that requires 
a lot of effort and perseverance 

and injecting more investments, 
noting in this context the 
importance of efforts to support 
the competitiveness of the national 
product in a way that it does not 
result in monopolistic practices, 
especially in the presence of the 
competition protection committee 
and the prevention of monopolistic 
practices.
Regarding the most prominent 
economic sectors in which the 
private sector can compete and 
enhance the state›s exports, 
His Excellency stressed that 
the private sector was able to 
prove its presence and achieve 
great successes in many vital 
and important sectors, and that 
exports reached many markets 
around the world.
His Excellency said that the 
manufacturing sector was 
considered one of the leading 
sectors of the private sector, 
especially with the existence of a 
law to support the competitiveness 
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of national products, as well as 
the services sector, trade, and 
industry, as well as the building 
and construction sector, with a 
noticeable interest in the field of 
agriculture and food, within the 
framework of the state›s keenness 
to enhance food security.
His Excellency said there is no 
doubt that the role played by 
the exhibition Made in Qatar 
organized by Qatar Chamber 
contributes greatly to the 
promotion of Qatari products 
outside the country, after 
organizing 4 editions of the 
exhibition in Qatar during the 
years from 2009 to 2015, we 
implemented a new strategy to 
organize the exhibition outside 
Qatar to promote Qatari industries 
and products in foreign markets, 
three foreign editions were 
organized in Saudi Arabia 2016, 
Oman 2018, and Kuwait 2020, 
interspersed with the 2017 edition 
in Qatar. The exhibition achieved 

great success in promoting 
Qatari products in these sisterly 
countries.
His Excellency denied that 
the scarcity of land is one of 
the obstacles that limit the 
establishment of projects and 
the reluctance of businessmen 
to invest, pointing out that this 
problem has been overcome with 
the presence of free zones, as well 
as the presence of storage areas, 
industrial areas and logistic areas, 
distributed in 11 regions in the 
north and south.
On his assessment of the 
new investment law and the 
opportunity for foreigners 
to invest freely in the Qatari 
market, HE Qatar Chamber›s 
Chairman stressed that the law 
provided wide facilities and a set 
of incentives and exemptions for 
investors, which contributed to 
attracting more capital, activating 
markets, reviving many areas, 
and updating the map of foreign 

investments in the country and the 
opening new areas for investment.
He added that the law opened 
the door for foreign investors to 
enter into many areas that were 
restricted in the previous law, 
in which the percentage of non-
Qatari ownership was not more 
than 49%, pointing in the same 
context to the role of partnerships 
established by Qatari businessmen 
with their counterparts from 
different countries of the world to 
establish projects in Qatar.
In response to a question about 
the extent to which Qatari 
companies benefit from such 
partnerships, His Excellency 
stressed, in his interview with 
Qatar News Agency (QNA), that 
working with international and 
foreign companies according to the 
correct foundations contributes 
to supporting the national 
economy, enriching the private 
sector arena with expertise and 
knowledge, and enabling it in the 
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near future to promote on its own 
the establishment of projects in 
various fields inside or outside 
Qatar.
His Excellency enumerated the 
areas for the private sector to 
benefit from these partnerships, 
especially in the industrial and 
investment fields, which reflected 
positively on the performance and 
development of the private sector, 
pointing out that the private 
sector currently owns large and 
global projects through successful 
partnerships with foreign 
companies.
His Excellency pointed out that 
Qatari companies were able 
to benefit from the expertise 
and technologies provided by 
international companies in 
implementing development 
projects in Qatar, whether 
currently or in the future.
In this context, HE Qatar 
Chamber›s Chairman stated that 
the Chamber plays a pivotal role 
in the success of the alliances 

that are established between 
Qatari companies and their 
foreign counterparts, by receiving 
foreign delegations from all 
countries, organizing visits to 
different countries, and meetings 
between Qatari and foreign 
businessmen, allowing the local 
investor forging partnerships with 
foreign companies that have their 
own reputation and pioneering 
experiences
On the great financial and 
economic support provided by the 
state to the private sector in light 
of the Coronavirus pandemic, 
which is estimated at QR 75 
billion, and its impact on the 
performance of various economic 
sectors, especially the private 
sector, His Excellency stressed 
in his interview with Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), that various Qatari 
economic sectors and private 
sector institutions have benefited 
from this financial package, and 
the subsequent measures adopted 
by the state in order to mitigate the 

impact of the crisis on the private 
sector and help it overcome the 
repercussions of the pandemic.
His Excellency stressed that 
this package confirms the 
state›s keenness to support the 
private sector as a partner in the 
development process, as well as 
confirming the efficiency of the 
Qatari health sector and its great 
ability to confront the pandemic, 
noting that certainly, this package 
contributed to stimulating the 
private sector, supporting the 
business environment, and 
improving to bring economic 
activity back to pre-pandemic 
levels, revive trade movement, as 
well as return the wheel of national 
production to its normal rates in 
many local productive sectors that 
were affected by the precautionary 
measures against the spread of the 
Coronavirus.
His Excellency revealed the 
existence of a study that the Qatar 
Chamber worked on to monitor the 
effects and damages to the non-
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oil economic sectors during the 
Coronavirus pandemic, and said, 
that the measures and incentives 
provided by the state had a direct 
impact in mitigating and limiting 
those damages.
On the interaction of the private 
sector with the self-sufficiency 
policies drawn up by the state, 
His Excellency referred to the 
great achievements made by the 
state in the field of food security 
and self-sufficiency as a result 
of the implementation of several 
national strategic projects, which 
represented a significant increase 
in agricultural production and 
food processing.
His Excellency said that these 
projects contributed to raising 
the rate of self-sufficiency in a 
number of different commodities, 
which clearly shows the role of 
the private sector, which helped 
implement these policies and food 
projects, and which contributed 
to achieving high self-sufficiency 
rates of products such as 
vegetables, dairy, table eggs, fish 
and red meat, chicken, dates, and 
others.
His Excellency pointed out that the 
National Food Security Strategy 
proposed many initiatives and 
economic stimulus programs 
for the private sector, to work 
on raising the efficiency of food 
production, raising self-sufficiency 
rates, securing food supplies and 
ensuring their safety, developing 
investment in the agricultural 

field, and providing guarantees for 
the private sector to invest in this 
field.
In this context, His Excellency 
noted that 10 strategic projects for 
breeding and fattening local sheep 
and goats during the past year 
were put forward to the private 
sector to support self-sufficiency in 
red meat.
In his assessment of labor 
market reforms, His Excellency 
stressed that the state has been 
able to make great strides in 
strengthening the labor market 
and ensuring the rights of 
expatriate workers, and has 
adopted many labor reforms 
and legislation that have been 
praised by everyone, led by the 
International Labor Organization, 
human rights groups and United 
Nations organizations, making 
the State of Qatar a pioneer in the 
region with regard to labor market 
reforms.
His Excellency said that the 
state had recently adopted many 
reforms, including abolishing 
the sponsorship system, 
canceling exit visas for residents, 
allowing employees to change 
their workplace freely without 
requesting a no-objection 
certificate from the employer, 
setting a minimum wage, 
establishing a workers support 
and insurance fund, and adopting 
a workplace inspection policy 
and regulations, occupational 
safety and health according to 

international standards and other 
pioneering reforms.
His Excellency pointed to the 
appreciation of the private 
sector for these reforms, which 
contributed greatly to the State of 
Qatar›s attainment of a prominent 
position globally in this regard.
In his answer to a question about 
the Chamber›s relationship 
with entrepreneurs, and the 
mechanisms of support provided 
to this category of young investors, 
His Excellency stressed in his 
interview with Qatar News Agency 
(QNA), the Chamber›s great 
efforts to support and motivate 
entrepreneurs and encourage them 
to invest in all fields, and to adopt 
innovative ideas in projects that 
benefit the national economy.
His Excellency pointed out that 
the Chamber adopted «Maan» 
(Together) initiative in cooperation 
with Qatar University and Qatar 
Development Bank to support 
entrepreneurs’ projects, as well as 
through the «Best Creative Ideas 
for Entrepreneurs» competition, 
and that the Chamber, in 
cooperation with these entities, 
provided support to five start-up 
companies that won the award out 
of 50 innovative ideas for business.
His Excellency stated that the 
Chamber provides support to 
entrepreneurs, home project 
owners and productive families 
by providing the opportunity to 
promote their products through 
exhibitions organized by the 
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Chamber or participating in 
them, especially «Made in Qatar» 
exhibition.
His Excellency stated that 
the Chamber organized three 
sessions of Qatar Chamber SME 
Conference, which sheds light on 
supporting entrepreneurs and 
developing small and medium 
enterprises by reviewing the 
experiences of friendly countries 
such as Turkey, Germany, and 
Britain.
His Excellency also referred to the 
Chamber›s organization of forums, 
workshops and training courses 
that contribute to introducing 
entrepreneurs to the information, 
available opportunities, and laws 
of interest to emerging companies.
On the extent to which the private 
sector in Qatar has benefited from 
the free trade agreements signed 
by the state, such as the Greater 
Arab Free Trade Area Agreement, 
His Excellency indicated that the 
latter, which was launched in 1998 
with a 10% customs reduction, and 
reached in 2005 to liberalize it is 
considered one of the important 
tools that seek to achieve economic 
integration among Arab countries.
His Excellency continued, that 
the Greater Arab Free Trade Area 

has contributed to increasing 
the rate of inter-Arab trade, 
although it is still below the level 
of our ambitions, and Qatar, as a 
member state of the Greater Arab 
Free Trade Area Agreement, has 
its private sector benefited from 
this agreement in exporting its 
goods and merchandise to other 
countries.
His Excellency concluded his 
interview with Qatar News Agency, 
by evaluating 
the presence 
of the Qatar 
Chamber 
in the 
International 
Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) in Paris and its 
repercussions on the Chambers 
performance, which he described 
as strong, similar to most 
international bodies and joint 
chambers with Arab and foreign 
countries, where the Chamber 
participates in all events organized 
by these bodies by attending 
international conferences, 
exhibitions, and forums.
His Excellency said that this 
presence helps the Chamber in 
promoting the Qatari economy 
externally and promoting the 

opportunities available in the 
country to these bodies and 
institutions, as well as informing 
the Qatari side participating 
in external events about the 
opportunities available for 
investment in those countries.
His Excellency also noted that this 
distinguished presence contributes 
to the exchange of ideas, 
experiences and opinions and the 
role that the Chamber must play 

to serve its members and provide 
the best services to its members, 
as well as an opportunity for 
communication, knowledge 
exchange, and strengthening 
relations of cooperation and 
partnership. 
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Qatar Chamber Board Member and Chairperson of the 
Qatari Businesswomen Forum Ibtihaj Al-Ahmadani opened  
the seventh edition of Merwad Exhibition, which draws 
the participation of more than 150 Qatari businesswomen 
and many designers from GCC states, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Morocco, and India.
Being sponsored by Qatar Chamber and supported by the 
Qatar Businesswomen Forum, the expo runs until Monday 
(March 7) at the Qatar National Convention Centre (QNCC).
The opening ceremony was attended by HE Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Commerce, Industry, and Investment 
Promotion of the Sultanate of Oman Aseela bint Salem 
Al-Samsamia, who is currently visiting the country, and 
Director of the organising company Vouge Event Company 
Tamader Al-Marri in the presence of a group of leading 
businesswomen and entrepreneurs.
The six-day expo displays 200 booths presenting latest 
innovations in the field of fashion for Ramadan season2022.
Al-Ahmadani and HE Aseela bint Al-Samsamia toured the 
expo’s pavilions and got acquainted with the displayed items 
and designs which are being introduced by Qatari designers, 
along with some designers from the countries participating 

Seven Edition of  Qatar Chamber-Sponsored 
«Merwad» Exhibition Kicked off 
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in the exhibition. They were briefed on a 
variety of women’s fashion, supplies and 
accessories.
On this occasion, Al-Ahmadani said 
the expo has witnessed a significant 
development year after year in terms 
of the number of exhibitors and the 
quality of displayed items, stressing 
that it reflects the innovations of Qatari 
designers in the field of fashion and 
women’s supplies and presents a wide 
range of high-end Arab fashion and 
luxurious abayas.
She confirmed the Chamber’s continuous 
concern to support exhibitions that are 

held by Qatari businesswomen 
to help them promote their 
products, whether inside or 
outside the country, pointing 
to the Qatari Businesswomen 
Forum’s keenness to provide 
support for Merwad expo which 
stems out from its interest to 
support Qatari businesswoman 
and encourage them to maximize 
their contribution in the economic 
activity.
Al-Ahmadani also said that 
Merwad expo has become one 
of the most prominent local and 
international exhibitions that 
are dedicated to woman’s fashion 
and accessories, noting that it 
showcases the latest trends in the 

industry of fashion and luxurious 
clothing, in addition to the latest 
designs of elegant abayas.
On her part, director of Vouge 
Event Company Tamader Al-Marri 
said that the expo saw a great 
expansion since its first edition 
until now, noting that it succeeded 
in attracting exhibitors from 
different countries.
She also said that that the number 
of participants has doubled, from 
60 booths in the first edition 
to 200 in the current version, 
indicating that this confirms 
the success of the exhibition in 
attracting female entrepreneurs 
and promoting their creativity in 
the local market.

She paid tribute to the Qatar 
Chamber for sponsoring the expo 
and the Qatari Businesswomen 
Forum for providing the 
support, noting that this support 
emphasized the key role played 
by the Forum in supporting the 
Qatari woman and enhancing 
the role of businesswomen and 
entrepreneurs in the national 
economy.
She stressed that the expo has 
become a vital platform which 
highlights the innovations 
of businesswomen and their 
creations in the fashion industry, 
adding that it is a major platform 
for designers to learn and 
exchange experiences.
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Qatar Chamber Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani praised the Qatar International 
Agriculture Exhibition (AgriteQ 2022), terming it as an 
important platform offering the latest innovations and 
explore the investment opportunities available in the 
agricultural sector which is one of the most vital sectors 
that attract foreign investments.
In press statement on the sidelines of the opening 
ceremony, HE Sheikh Khalifa stressed that the Qatar 
Chamber’s support for the exhibition as bronze sponsor 
is part of its keenness to support the investment in the 
agriculture sector in a way that boost the state’s food 
security.
The opening ceremony was also attended by QC First 
Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari and 
Second Vice-Chairman HE Rashid bin Hamad Al athba.
Through its pavilion in the exhibition, the Chamber 
aims to inform visitors on the services it provides to 
the private sector and its plans to encourage Qatari 
businessmen to invest in the agricultural and security 
food sectors.

AgriteQ platform for exploring 
investment opportunities
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Qatar Chamber delegation visits 
Doha International Book Fair

A delegation from Qatar Chamber 
visited on Wednesday the 31st 
Doha International Book Fair, 
held under the slogan ‹Knowledge 
is Light,› and will continue until 
January 22 at the Doha Exhibition 
and Convention Center.
The delegation was led by QC First 
Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed bin 
Ahmed bin Twar Al Kuwari and 
consisted of Qatar International 
Center for Conciliation and 
Arbitration (QICCA) Board 
Member for International 
Relations Sheikh Dr. Thani bin Ali 
Al Thani and Director of Research 
and Studies Department Nora Al 
Awlan.
The delegation toured the fair 
pavilions, accompanied by 
Director of the Doha International 
Book Fair, Jassim Albuenain, 
where they were briefed on the 
participation of government 

agencies, various cultural 
institutions, Qatari, Arab and 
international publishing houses, 
and the latest publications, 
books, artwork, and manuscripts 
on display, and listened to an 
explanation of the cultural events 
accompanying the exhibition. 
The Chamber’s team also 
visited several pavilions of the 
participating countries and 
reviewed a number of displayed 
books and publications.
In a press statement, HE bin 
Twar Al Kuwari congratulated 
the organizers of the fair on the 
great success it made in terms of 
the organization, the wide turnout 
and broad participation from 
visitors and publishers, in addition 
to the diversity of publishing 
houses, the number of institutions 
and ministries involved and 
the accompanying events and 

activities.
HE also said that holding the fair 
under the current circumstances 
of the Corona pandemic at 
this remarkable level and with 
such great participation is an 
extraordinary achievement. 
The fair covers all segments of 
society of different ages and 
languages, he noted, adding that 
the accompanying activities and 
events enhanced its success and 
increased the number of visitors.
The current edition presented 
some new things such as the 
special pavilion displaying 
children’s books and establishing 
special activities for them, he said
It is noteworthy that about 37 
countries participated in the book 
fair, while the number of direct 
publishers reached 430 and the 
number of agencies reached 90.
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Qatar Chamber reviews activating 
the Qatar-Morocco Business Council

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed bin 
Twar Al-Kuwari met on Sunday with President of the 
Moroccan side in the Qatar-Morocco Business Council 
HE Mohamed Baida, in the presence of Vice President 
of the Qatari side in the council Ismail Al-Ansari.
The meeting discussed ways of enhancing cooperation 
between Qatari and Moroccan companies and 
investment opportunities available in both friendly 
countries, in addition to activating the Qatar-Morocco 
Business Council and the possibility of establishing 
alliances between companies from both sides.
Addressing the meeting, HE Mohamed bin Twar 
stressed the strong relations between both countries 
and the common will to strengthen economic and 
commercial relations, noting that Morocco is a 
promising market and offers a lot of opportunities that 
attract Qatari businessmen.
HE also pointed out that despite the remarkable 
growth of trade exchange between both countries 
during the last five years, from QR330mn in 2017 to 
about QR754mn last year, an increase of 130 percent, 
it is still below the aspirations of the two brotherly 
peoples.

There are 80 Moroccan companies operating in Qatar 
in partnership with Qatari companies in various fields 
including hospitality, trading, contracting, fashion, and 
business solutions, he noted.
For his part, HE Mohamed Baida said that there are 
many Moroccan companies that are willing to invest 
in Qatar, indicating that Qatar offers an attractive 
investment climate and a myriad of investment 
opportunities that attract the interest of Moroccan 
companies.
HE noted that General Confederation of Moroccan 
Enterprises, to which the joint business councils 
are affiliated, include more than 90000 companies, 
and seeks to enhance Moroccan foreign commercial 
relations.
On his part, Ismail Al-Ansari assured the importance 
of activating the Qatar-Morocco Business Council, 
noting that there is strong desire for Qatari 
businessmen to strengthen cooperation with their 
Moroccan counterparts and discuss forging investment 
partnerships in various fields.
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Qatar Chamber, Germany’s 
NUMOV review enhancing 
cooperation ties

Qatar Chamber reviews 
investment opportunities 
in Turkey’s Shanley Urfa

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari has met with a German delegation 
representing the German Near and Middle East 
Association (NUMOV) headed by CEO of the KSG 
Security & Defense Agency Dr. Frank Duchardt.
The meeting deliberated upon cooperation relations 
between both sides in various sectors, such as cyber 
security, travel and tourism and others.
On his part, HE bin Twar Al Kuwari praised the close 
relations between Qatar and Germany in all fields, 
especially the commercial and economic aspects.
For his part, Dr Duchardt paid tribute to the 

renaissance witnessed by the State of Qatar in 
all areas, particularly in the infrastructure and 
preparations of the host of the World Cup 2022.
He said that during the past five years the NUMOV 
organised five trading delegations to Qatar to learn 
about the investment opportunities available here and 
promote the investment opportunities available in 
Germany before Qatari investors.
It is worth mentioning that NUMOV is Germany›s 
oldest and largest organisation that promotes 
economic development between Germany and the 
countries of the Near and Middle East. 

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari met with HE Zine El Abidine 
Beyazgul, President of Turkey’s Shnley Urfa Province 
at the Chamber’s headquarters.
The meeting touched on the economic and commercial 
relations and ways to enhancing them and the 
investment opportunities available in the Turkish 
province.
For his part, bin Twar welcomed the delegation’s visit, 
praising the close relations between Qatar and Turkey 
at all levels and in all fields.

He also underscored the Qatar Chamber’s 
preparedness to promote the investment opportunities 
available in Shanley Urfa before Qatari businessmen 
and investors, especially in food and agriculture 
sectors.
In turn, HE Zine El Abidine Beyazgul reviewed the 
City’s religious and historic importance, inviting Qatari 
investors to invest in the city and take advantage from 
the incentives offered to foreign investors.
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QC discusses commercial cooperation with  Mozambican private sector

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari met with Minister of Industry and 
Commerce of Mozambique HE Carlos Mesquita at the 
chamber’s headquarters.
The meeting reviewed ways to enhance economic 
and commercial cooperation between the two 
countries and investment opportunities available in 
Mozambique.
During the meeting, the Mozambican Minister 
reviewed the investment climate in his country 
and opportunities available in many areas such as 
services, tourism, energy, transportation, industry, 
infrastructure food processing and agriculture.
Mesquita also touched on the legislative framework for 
investment and business opportunities in Mozambique 
including taxation system, incentives, and exemption.
HE said that Mozambique is safe and secure for 
investment and offers a lot of incentives that attract 
foreign investments, noting that there is a slew of laws 
that are related to investment and are being revised 
for more improvement to the investment climate of the 
country.
The Minister called on Qatari investors and 
businessmen to visit his country to get acquainted with 
the opportunities available there, pointing out that 
Mozambique enjoys a distinguished position and offers 
an access to many preferential markets.
On his part, HE Mohamed bin Twar said that the 
Qatari private sector is keen to learn more about the 

investment opportunities available in Mozambique, 
stressing that the Chamber would promote these 
opportunities before Qatari businessmen.
HE also noted that Qatar and Mozambique enjoy 
strong and close relations, indicating that the mutual 
visits between senior officials are the best testimony to 
this.
Despite these distinct relations, the two countries’ 
trade volume reached last year about QR 71mn which 
is below aspirations of the two friendly peoples, he 
added.
HE also expressed hope that enhancing cooperation 
between Qatari and Mozambican businessmen and 
forging mutual investments would help increase the 
trade exchange between both countries, especially 
in light of the enormous potential and opportunities 
available in both sides.
Twar assured the Qatar Chamber’s interest in 
promoting cooperation between the Qatari private 
sector and its Mozambican counterpart, stressing 
that the Chamber encourages Qatari businessmen 
and investor to explore opportunities available for 
investment in Mozambique, which is rife with a plenty 
of opportunities in many sectors such as mining, 
infrastructure, industry, and others. 
These sectors are very attractive for Qatari investors 
who are eager to invest in Africa in general in line with 
the economic diversification strategy adopted by Qatar 
National Vision 2030, he said.
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Qatar Chamber 
reviews commercial 
relation with Malta’s 
Minister for Finance

Kenyan trade minister 
calls on Qatari investors 
to invest in his country

Qatar Chamber First Vice Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar Al Kuwari has met with H.E. 
Clyde Caruana, Malta’s Minister for Finance and 
Employment.
The meeting touched on economic and trading ties 
between both countries and ways to enhancing them, 
promoting cooperation between Qatari and Maltese 
companies and investment opportunities available in 
both sides.
Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed bin 
Twar Al Kuwari stressed the importance of promoting 
cooperation relations with Malta in economic and 
commercial fields, indicating that despite the strong 

relations between Qatar and Malta, their trade 
exchange is still below the level of ambitions, reaching 
about 113 million Qatari riyals in 2020, pointing to 
the importance of exchanging visits in achieving 
rapprochement between the business sectors in the 
two countries and learning about the investment 
climate and opportunities available in both countries.
Al-Kuwari went on to emphasize that Qatar Chamber 
encourages Qatari businessmen to explore the 
investment climate in Malta and establish investment 
projects, which resulting in developing trade exchange 
between the two countries

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar Al-Kuwari met HE Lawrence Karanja, 
Minister of Industrialization, Trade and Enterprise 
Development of the Republic of Kenya at the Chamber’s 
headquarters.
Deputy Head of Mission of the embassy of Kenya to 
Qatar HE Washington A. Oloo was also present at the 
meeting.
The meeting discussed economic and commercial 
relations between both countries and ways to boosting 
them, areas of cooperation between the Qatari and 
Kenyan private sector, as well as reviewing investment 

opportunities available in Keya in various sectors such 
as agriculture, industry, and infrastructure.
HE Mohamed bin Twar stressed that Qatar Chamber 
supports and encourages bolstering cooperation 
between companies from both countries and forging 
alliances between them in various sectors such as 
agriculture and food security, especially since the State 
of Qatar places great importance on food security 
and strives to develop it in a way that in line with the 
development the state witnesses. 
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Qatar Chamber discusses boosting economic 
and commercial ties with Russia
Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari met with deputy chairman of the 
committee for external relations of Saint-Petersburg 
government and head of foreign economic cooperation 
department HE. Arbi Abubakarov.
Director of international business development at Ginza 
project Mrs. Giunel Ismailova was also present at the 
meeting.
The meeting touch on commercial and economic 
relations between both countries and ways to enhancing 
them, in addition to the investment opportunities 
available in Saint-Petersburg in various sectors.
During the meeting, HE Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari 
stressed the robustness of relations between Qatar and 
Russia in all fields, indicating that Qatari businessmen 
and investors are eager to learn about the opportunities 
available in Russia generally and in Saint-Petersburg in 
particular.
Al Kuwari also noted that Saint-Petersburg is a leading 
destination for investment, assuring that after the 
pandemic ends, representatives of Russian and Qatari 
private sector will exchange visits to further develop 
their cooperation and explore opportunities available in 
both countries and forge active partnerships.

QC, Sri Lankan Chamber of 
Exporters review enhancing 
cooperation ties

Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman HE 
Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari met with 
Secretary General and CEO of National 
Chamber of Exporters of Sri Lanka HE Shiham 
Marikar via video conferencing.
The meeting touched of commercial cooperation 
links between both countries and ways to 
enhancing them and promoting vistas of 
ccoperation between both the private sector 
of both countries, as well as inviting Qatari 
investors to invest in Sri Lanka,
Speaking during the meeting, HE bin Twar 
praised the close relations between both 
countries, assuring that Sri Lanka is an 
attractive destination for Qatari investments 
because it owns enormous potential in many 
sectors.
HE also stressed that the Qatar Chamber highly 
welcomes the visit of a Sri Lanka business 
delegation to Qatar this year, indicating that this 
visit offers a good opportunity for businessmen 
from both sides to bolster their cooperation 
ties and explore available opportunities in both 
sides, in addition to forge genuine partnerships 
that are of good advantage for both economies.
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Qatar Chamber briefed on investment 
opportunities galore in Oman
Qatar Chamber First Vice-
Chairman HE Mohamed bin Twar 
Al Kuwari met with Head of the 
Commercial Representative of 
the Sultanate of Oman in Qatar 
Ishaq bin Khalfan Al Busaidi to 
review commercial ties and ways 
to enhance them, as well as ways 
to develop mutual investments 
between the private sector in both 
countries.
On his part, HE Mohamed 
Al Kuwari stressed that the 
commercial relations between 
both countries are growing fast, 
noting that Qatar has various 
successful investments and 
projects in Oman.
HE also indicated that Qatari 
businessmen are interested in 
learning about the investment 
opportunities available in Oman, 
adding that there is room for the 
private sector in both countries 
to develop their trade relations in 
various fields.
He also asserted that Qatar 
Chamber always encourages 
Qatari businessmen to invest in 
Oman and forge partnerships with 
their Oman counterparts.
Al Kuwari said that Qatar 
Chamber organised a successful 
edition of the “Made in Qatar” 
expo in Oman which ended with 
fruitful conclusions and gained 

large participation and held many 
visits to for Qatari businessmen 
to Oman, assuring that these 
visits helped in further developing 
commercial relations between the 
two countries.
“We are keen on organising 
a business visit for Qatari 
businessmen to Oman to review 
investment opportunities available 
there and meet with their Omani 
counterparts,” he said.
On his part, Ishaq Al Busaidi 
said that his visit to the Chamber 
aimed to coordinate to strengthen 
relations between the private 
sector in the two brotherly 
countries, discuss ways to enhance 
cooperation between Qatari 

and Omani business owners, 
and to introduce the investment 
opportunities available in Oman 
in various sectors including 
tourism, industry, agriculture, 
and fish farming sectors, as well 
as opportunities available in Al 
Duqm Zone.
Al Busaidi also assured the 
importance to hold a Qatar-Oman 
business forum to bring together 
businessmen and investors willing 
to do business in Oman and review 
the most important opportunities 
galore in Omani projects.
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Qatar Chamber (QC) board member 
and chair of its Food Security 
Committee Mohamed bin Ahmed Al 
Obaidly met with General Director 
of the Islamic Organization for Food 
Security (IFOS) Prof. Yerian A. 
Baidaulet.
 HE Ambassador of Kazakhstan to 
the State of Qatar Arman Issagaliyev 
and the General Counsel of IFOS 
Nursalim Suleimenov.
During the meeting, both sides 
discussed ways to enhance 
cooperation between both 
institutions, as well as cooperation 
in paving the ways for the Qatari 
private sector and its counterparts 
in the 36 Islamic member countries 
of the organization with the aim 
to promote mutual investments in 
agriculture and food sectors.
On his part, Al Obaidly underscored 
the importance of cementing 
cooperation among Islamic states in 
food security, stressing the need for 
our economies to be open to various 

global economies and build strong 
relationships in agriculture and food 
industries that allow the private 
sector to play an important role in 
enhancing food security in Islamic 
countries.
He also assured the importance of 
having a general accord governing 
the cooperation between the various 
parties in a way that boosts trade 
and investment exchange in the field 
of food security, noting the need to 
support agricultural investments 
and assist producers in marketing 
process.
In turn, General Director of the 
IFOS Prof. Yerian A. Baidaulet 
praised the development of the food 
security sector in Qatar, pointing 
out that the organization seeks to 
foster cooperation relations with 
Qatar Chamber to encourage Qatari 
investors to invest in food industries 
in member states.
Elaborating the role of IFOS, 
he said that its aims to provide 

expertise and technical know-how 
to member states on various aspects 
of sustainable agriculture, rural 
development, food security, and 
biotechnology.
It also works to assess and monitor 
the state of food security in 
member states to be able to identify 
emergencies and provide social 
safety nets and humanitarian 
assistance through food security 
reserves.
Prof. Baidaulet also said that the 
organization seeks to coordinate, 
formulate, and implement 
common agricultural policies, 
such as exchange and transfer of 
appropriate technology and public 
food management systems.
It addresses problems posed by 
desertification, deforestation, 
erosion, and salinity, as well as it 
mobilizes and manages financial 
and agricultural resources to 
enhance food security, he added.

Qatar Chamber, Islamic Organization for Food 
Security reviews enhancing cooperation 
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Qatar Chamber, Arab-Brazilian 
Chamber review cooperation links

Qatar Chamber held a meeting with the Arab 
Brazilian Chamber of Commerce to discuss 
ways to enhance cooperation relations between 
them and areas of cooperation between 
the Qatari private sector and its Brazilian 
counterpart.
The meeting was attended by Assistant 
Director General for Government Relations 
and Committees Affairs Ali Bu Sherbak Al 
Mansouri and Institutional Relations Director 
at the Arab Brazilian Chamber Ms. Fernanda 
Baltazar.
On his part, Ali Al Mansouri stressed the 
strong relations between Qatar and Brazil at all 
levels, especially the economic and commercial 
aspects, noting that there are a lot of Brazilian 
products in the Qatari market.
As for the trade exchange, Al Mansouri said 
that the two countries’ trade volume grew from 
QR 2.1bn in 2020 to QR 3.8bn last year.
He also assured that Qatar Chamber is 
interested to encourage Qatari investors and 

businessmen to explore opportunities available 
in Brazil and bolster cooperation between the 
Qatari and Brazilian private sector.
In turn, Ms. Fernanda Baltazar praised the 
robust relations between Qatar and Brazil, 
stressing that developing cooperation ties with 
Qatar is important to Brazil.
She also underscored that the Arab Brazilian 
Chamber attaches great interest to activating 
trade between Brazil and Arab states, as it 
highly welcomes cooperation with Qatar 
Chamber.
Baltazar said there are many activities that 
will be held this year, expressing hope for 
the participation of Qatari businessmen and 
investors in them, such as the ‘APAS 2022’ 
exhibition that will be held in São Paulo in May 
2022, and includes Arab pavilions, in addition 
to an economic forum in July with broad 
participation from Brazil and Arab states.
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‘Beyond LIBOR: Challenges, Developments 
and Opportunities in the LIBOR Transition’

The International 
Chamber of 

Commerce Qatar (ICC Qatar) in 
collaboration with Refinitiv and 
Ernst & Young, held a webinar 
on ‘Beyond LIBOR: Challenges, 
Developments and Opportunities 
in the LIBOR Transition’.
The webinar was comprised of 
keynote presentations from Mr. 
Alexandre Hardouin, Director, 
Fixed Income Desktop, Refinitiv, 
Mr. Kedar Desai, Director, 
Financial Services, Ernst & Young 
Consulting, and Mr. Vincenzo 
Dimase, Global Director, Sales 
Strategy & Execution, FX & Post 
Trade Refinitiv
The webinar highlighted; the 
new benchmark rates (SOFR, 
SONIA, €STR, SARON, TONA, 
Cash Rate AONIA, Enhanced 
CORRA, SORA, and HONIA), 

the techniques to manage the 
transition, and the next steps to 
follow.
The virtual event was attended 
by bank representatives, legal 
experts, and many private 
companies, including insurance 
companies and exchange firms.
In his speech, Mr. Vincenzo 
Dimase opened the webinar by 
saying «As a trusted partner, 
Refinitiv delivers the data, 
tools, analytics and support 
that firms need for a smooth 
transition. Following the 
Alternative Reference Rates 
Committee’s (ARRC) March 2021 
announcement that it had selected 
Refinitiv, we have launched USD 
IBOR Cash Fallbacks to facilitate 
the industry transition away from 
USD LIBOR».
The second session was delivered 

by Mr. Kedar Desai. He added “AS 
USD LIBOR transition to SOFR 
gathers momentum in 2022, it will 
be interesting to see if the market 
for credit sensitive rates develops 
further. Currently it has not been 
endorsed by regulatory bodies, 
though we have seen low volumes 
of trades using credit sensitive 
rates.”
Mr. Alexandre Hardouin delivered 
the third session of the webinar. 
Addressing the participants, 
he stated: “In December 2021, 
LIBOR setting publication ceased 
on over two dozen settings. But 
the transition is far from over as 
phasing out continues for legacy 
contracts, USD / EUR have not 
fully migrated to new RFRs and 
other jurisdictions are just starting 
their Libor migration journey”.
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Qatar International Centre for 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
(QICCA) at Qatar Chamber and 
the Qatar Branch of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators (CIArb) 
co-organised on Tuesday a 
webinar titled ‘Arbitral Award 
Enforcement and Annulment and 
The Role of Experts in Procedures 
under Qatari Law and New York 
Convention’. 
In his keynote speech, QICCA’s 
Assistant Secretary-General 
Ibrahim Shahbeek said that 

the State of Qatar issued the 
Arbitration Law to keep pace 
with the local and international 
developments, create a stimulating 
environment for business and 
investment, and cope with the 
current and future economic and 
investment growth of the state.
Shahbeek also noted that the 
webinar is part of the arbitration 
seminars held by QICCA with 
the aim to disseminate the 
arbitration culture and inform 
the business community, lawyers, 
and arbitrators on updates of 
the commercial arbitration, as 
well as review means of dispute 
settlement and best practices in 
this respect.
The webinar was moderated by 
Chairman of CIArb Qatar & Senior 
Projects Engineering Advisor of 
Public Works Authority Qatar Eng. 
Ahmad Al Ansari.
On her part, Dean of the College of 
Law at Qatar University Dr Muna 
Al Marzouqi reviewed the most 
important legal and practical steps 

to implement the arbitration award 
issued outside or inside Qatar and 
rules of the Qatar Financial Centre 
related to this matter.
Professor of Commercial & 
Maritime Laws College of Law 
at Qatar University Dr Nader M. 
Ibrahim presented a practical case 
regarding an arbitration award 
issued in Qatar and requested to 
be implemented in Australia. He 
also elaborated on the reasons 
of the Australian judiciary for 
implementing that award and 
explained the requirements of 
the New York Convention related 
to the implementation of foreign 
arbitration awards.
In turn, Eng. Saad Hegazy, CIArb 
Qatar Board Member - Expert 
Witness and Arbitrator, spoke 
about the role of expertise, expert 
procedures, and expert witnesses 
in the arbitration case, in addition 
to the technical and practical 
problems related to experts in 
arbitration process.

Qatar 
Arbitration 
Law enhances 
business 
environment, 
says QICCA’s 
Shahbeek
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Qatar Chamber’s Qatar 
International Centre for 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
(QICCA) participated in a webinar 
about the role of mediation and 
arbitration in resolving banking 
and commercial disputes.
The webinar was organised by the 
Arab Centre for Legal and Judicial 
Research in the League of Arab 
State in cooperation with the 
Union of Arab Banks (Mediation 
and Arbitration Center).
The virtual meeting included two 
discussion panels, the first was 
moderated by Dr Anis Owaidat 
and entitled: “Arbitral award 
between the decisions of the 
judge in the country of origin and 
the decisions of the judge in the 
country of implementation”, while 
the second panel, moderated by 
Dr. Ghaleb Ghanem, touched on 
the cases and arbitrator of the 
expedited proceedings and their 
benefits for banks.
Qatar International Center for 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
Board Member for International 
Relations Sheikh Dr. Thani bin Ali 
Al Thani stresses the importance 
of arbitration in resolving 
banking disputes, especially in 
terms of the speed of settlement, 
noting that the banking sector 
is the backbone of the economy 
through which most projects 
and businesses are financed, 
and therefore it is important to 

resolve banking disputes at a swift 
manner to ensure that projects 
and businesses are not disrupted, 
which negatively affects the 
economy.
HE also underscored the 
importance of disseminating the 
arbitration culture in resolving 
commercial and banking disputes, 
indicating that the Qatari 
Arbitration Law No (2). of 2017 
explicitly stipulated arbitration in 
banking disputes.
HE referred to the article that 
stipulated this: “In applying 
the provisions of this Law, the 
Arbitration shall be deemed 
commercial if the dispute arises 
out of a legal relationship of an 

economic nature, whether it is 
contractual or not, including any 
commercial, investment, financial, 
banking, industrial, insurance 
or tourism transactions, or any 
other transaction of an economic 
nature”.
Sheikh Thani said that QICCA is 
always keen to spread the culture 
of arbitration and inform the 
business and legal community of 
the most important international 
developments and practices in the 
field of arbitration and its multiple 
applications, whether through 
events, seminars and conferences 
organized by the center, or those in 
which it participates.

Arbitration is essential in 
settlement of banking disputes, 
says Sheikh Thani bin Ali
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Qatar Chamber’s Qatar International Centre 
for Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA) 
recently participated in a webinar about the 
role of mediation and arbitration in resolving 
banking and commercial disputes.
The webinar was organised by the Arab 
Centre for Legal and Judicial Research in 
the League of Arab State in cooperation with 
the Union of Arab Banks (Mediation and 
Arbitration Center).
The virtual meeting included two discussion 
panels, the first was moderated by Dr Anis 
Owaidat and entitled: “Arbitral award 
between the decisions of the judge in the 
country of origin and the decisions of the 
judge in the country of implementation”, while 
the second panel, moderated by Dr. Ghaleb 
Ghanem, touched on the cases and arbitrator 
of the expedited proceedings and their 
benefits for banks.
Speaking during the webinar, Qatar 
International Center for Conciliation and 
Arbitration Board Member for International 
Relations Sheikh Dr. Thani bin Ali Al Thani 
stresses the importance of arbitration in 
resolving banking disputes, especially in 
terms of the speed of settlement, noting that 
the banking sector is the backbone of the 
economy through which most projects and 

businesses are financed, and therefore it is 
important to resolve banking disputes at a 
swift manner to ensure that projects and 
businesses are not disrupted, which negatively 
affects the economy.
HE also underscored the importance of 
disseminating the arbitration culture in 
resolving commercial and banking disputes, 
indicating that the Qatari Arbitration Law No 
(2). of 2017 explicitly stipulated arbitration in 
banking disputes.
HE referred to the article that stipulated this: 
“In applying the provisions of this Law, the 
Arbitration shall be deemed commercial if the 
dispute arises out of a legal relationship of an 
economic nature, whether it is contractual or 
not, including any commercial, investment, 
financial, banking, industrial, insurance or 
tourism transactions, or any other transaction 
of an economic nature”.
Sheikh Thani said that QICCA is always keen 
to spread the culture of arbitration and inform 
the business and legal community of the most 
important international developments and 
practices in the field of arbitration and its 
multiple applications, whether through events, 
seminars and conferences organized by the 
center, or those in which it participates.

Qatar’s labour 
reforms safeguard 
the rights of 
migrant workers, 
says Sheikh Thani 
bin Ali
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Qatar private sector exports 
continue to hit a record 
growth, says Qatar Chamber

The newsletter, prepared by QCs Research & Studies 
Department, highlighted a report about exports of the 
private sector in October 2021 and report about the 
accomplishments made by the Chamber during the 
past year.
In 2021, the QC continued its efforts to support and 
develop the business sector in the country and to 
encourage investment and facilitate its growth. It 

also kept pace with the achievements of the State 
and succeeded in proving its role as a representative 
of the Qatari private sector, and its goal is to work to 
support, promote, develop, and protect the interests of 
companies and institutions as the voice of the business 
community in the country.
In 2021, QC completed more than 56,902 electronic 
transactions, and issued about 42,321 certificates of 

Qatar Chamber has issued its monthly economic newsletter for 
December which highlighted the most prominent trends in the 
Qatari economy, as well as statistics related to foreign trade and 
trade of private sector in September according to the certificates 
of origin issued by the Chamber.
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origin for exports and 5 ATA Carnets, while the total 
number of members to about 70 ,000.
The further Chamber strengthened its digital structure 
and worked to add further development to the services 
provided to the business community to facilitate its 
members and its affiliated companies and institutions, 
as well as provided all possible means to communicate 
with them, and complete their transactions with ease 
and professionalism.
The newsletter said that the private sector exports 
in October as per certificates of origin issued by the 
Chamber amounted to QR 2.3 billion, showing a year-
to-year increase of 85 percent compared to QR 1.24 
billion in the same month last year.
This indicates that the national economy recovered 
from the negative impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic.
October’s private sector exports also increased by 
17.9 percent compared to QR 1.95 billion in February 
2020, which represented the highest value of exports 

from the beginning of the pandemic and grew by 302 
percent compared to QR 572 million in April 2020, 
which witnessed the lowest value of exports.
The report said that the private sector exports through 
the General Model increased by 39.5 percent on a 
monthly basis and by 98.5 percent on a year-to-year 
basis. 
Otherwise, exports through the GCC Model decreased 
by 85.7 percent on a m-to-m basis, while they 
increased by 413 percent on y-to-y basis.
Similarly, exports though the Unified Arab Model 
decreased by 65.7 percent on a m-to-m basis, and an 
increase of 58.4 percent on a y-to-y basis.
Exports through the Unified Model to Singapore 
decreased on a m-to-m basis by 44.6, while they 
increased by 200 percent on a y-to-y basis.
Also, exports through the GSP decreased by 18.1 
percent on a m-to-m basis, while they increased by 
33.5 percent on a y-to-y basis. 
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Exports according to the type of 
commodities 
According to the type of 
commodities, some exports saw 
an increase such as Steel exports 
which increased sharply by 1946 
percent on a month-to-month 
basis and by 1746 percent on a 
year-to-year basis.
Similarly, Industrial Gases exports 
sharply increased by 659 percent 
on a month-to-month basis and 
by 193 percent on a year-to-year 
basis.
Aluminum exports also increased 
by 140 on a month-to-month basis, 
and by 106 percent on a year-to-
year basis, while Paraffin exports 
grew by 46.4 percent on a month-
to-month basis and 811.2 percent 
on a year-to-year basis.
Chemical substances exports 
increased by 39.2 percent on a 
month-to-month basis and by 141 
percent on a year-to-year basis.
On the other hand, the other 
four commodities saw a decline 
in varying proportions such as 
Essential and Industrial Oils 
exports which decreased sharply 
by 82.7 percent on a month-to-
month basis, while they increased 
by 175.2 on a year-to-year basis. 
Lotrene exports also decreased by 

40 percent on a month-to-month 
basis, while they increased by 25.3 
percent on a year-to-year basis.
Petrochemicals decreased by 22 
percent on a month-to-month 
basis, and by 91.4 percent on a 
year-to-year basis.
Chemical fertilizers exports 
decreased by 3.5 percent on a 
month-to-month basis, while they 
increased by 240.1 percent on a 
year-to-year basis.
Private Sector Partners
As for economic blocs and 
groupings, Asian countries were 
at the top of economic blocs that 
received exports of private sector 
amounted to QR 1.25 billion with 
a share of 54.2 percent of the total 
value, followed by GCC states 
with a share of 25.6 percent with 
exports of QR 588.8 million.
In third place came the group of 
EU states, with exports totaling 
QR 340.5 million representing 14.8 
percent of the total value, followed 
by Arab countries excluding Arab 
countries excluding GCC states 
that received 90.81 million, a share 
of 4 percent and African Countries 
Group excluding Arab countries 
with exports amounted to QR 17.3 
million, or a share of 0.75 percent 
of the total exports.

USA came in the sixth place 
with exports amounted to 9.73 
million, or a share of 0.04 percent, 
followed by Other American 
Countries Group which received 
exports worth of QR 3.76 million, 
or a share of 0.16 percent, Other 
European Countries which 
received exports worth of QR 1.27 
million, or a share of 0.06 percent 
and Oceania which received 
exports worth of QR 0.98 million, 
or a share of 0. 04 percent.
In October 2021, Oman was at the 
top of the countries of destination 
of private sector exports with close 
to QR 525.5 million, a share of 
22.9 percent of the total exports.
It is followed by India with almost 
QR 512.6 million and a share of 
22.3 percent and China with about 
QR 331.1 million, a share of 14.4 
percent. 
Turkey came in fourth place with 
almost QR 161.9 million, a share 
of 7 percent and Germany with 
exports amounted to about QR 
138.1 million, a share of 6 percent.
The value of private sector exports 
to these countries represented 
72.6 percent of the total value of 
exports during the same month.
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Foreign Trade
According to the figures of The Planning and Statistics 
Authority for October 2021, the total value of foreign 
merchandise trade amounted to QR 39 bn, showing a 
y-to-y increase of 65.3 percent compared to QR 23.6 bn 
in October 2020 and a m-to-m increase of 5.85 percent 
compared to QR 36.837 bn in the previous month.
In October, the total exports of goods (including exports 
of goods of domestic origin and re-exports) amounted 
to around QR 30.1 bn, showing a sharp increase of 96.4 
percent compared to QR 15.3 bn in October last year 
and an increase of 7.3 percent compared to QR 28.1 bn 
in September 2021.
The imports of goods in the said month amounted 
to around QR 8.9 billion, showing an increase of 7.6 
percent on a year-to-year basis compared to QR 8.3 
bn in October 2020, and an increase of 1.30 percent 
compared to QR 8.8 bn in September 2021.
Therefore, the country’s foreign merchandise trade 
balance, which represents the difference between total 
exports and imports, amounted to QR 21.2 bn, showing 
an increase of 200 percent compared to QR 7.1 bn in 
October 2020, while on a month-to-month base it 
increased by 10 percent.
In October, China was at the top of the countries of 
destination of Qatar’s foreign trade with about QR 5 
billion, a share of 12.7 percent of the state’s total foreign 
trade.
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Qatar private sector exports hit QR 26.4bn, 
up 77 percent in 2021, says Qatar Chamber

Qatar Chamber has issued its economic report for 2021 
which highlights the trade of private sector according 
to the certificates of origin issued by the Chamber.
The report, prepared by the Research & Studies 
Department, said that the value of private sector 
exports last year increased by 77.2 percent year-on-
year to reach QR26.4 billion compared to QR 14.9 
billion in 2020 and by 21.7 percent compared to QR 
21.7 billion in 2019.
This surge, the report said, confirmed the significant 

recovery of the private sector activity and Qatar 
economy in general from the implications of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, as it reached to levels better 
than those before the application of precautionary 
measures.
Certificates of origin
The year-on-year increase in private sector exports 
during 2021 was attributed to the increase in exports 
through all types of certificates of origin issued by the 
Chamber vis-a-vis 2020 and 2019 except for the GPS 
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Model which declined by 63.5 and 79.5 respectively.
In turn, exports through the General Model grew by 
109 percent and 46.4 percent compared to their values 
in 2020 and 2019. 
Similarly, exports through the GCC Unified Model 
jumped 142.1 percent and 139.2 percent compared to 
their values in 2020 and 2019.
Exports though the Unified Arab Model grew by 43.7 
percent and 20.6 percent compared to 2020 and 2019.
Exports through the Unified Model to Singapore 
in 2021 saw a substantial growth of 638.7 percent 
compared to their values in 2020 and by 570.1 percent 
compared to 2019.
Type of commodities
The report indicated that the value of exports of eight 
commodities recorded growth compared to their 
values in 2019 and 2020, while the sole exports that 
decreased are the petrochemicals exports.
In 2021, Essential and Industrial Oils exports reached 
QR 8.15 bn, recorded year-on-year growth of 97 
percent compared to 2020 and 24 percent compared to 
2019.
Aluminum exports reached QR 6.1 bn in 2021, showing 
an increase of 60.5 percent compared to QR 3.8 bn in 

2020.
In the third place, industrial gases amounted to QR 
3.33bn, followed by chemical substances amounted to 
QR 1.7bn, lotrene exports reached QR1.33bn and steel 
exports amounted to QR 1.3bn.
Destinations of exports
As for economic blocs and groupings, Asian countries 
were at the top of economic blocs that received exports 
of private sector in 2021 amounted to QR 12.5 billion 
with a share of 47.6 percent of the total value, followed 
by GCC countries excluding GCC states with a share of 
25.3 percent with exports of QR 6.7 billion.
In third place came the group of EU states, with 
exports totalling QR 4.9 billion representing 18.5 
percent of the total value, followed by Arab countries 
excluding Arab countries excluding GCC states that 
received 1.4 billion, a share of 5.3 percent and African 
Countries Group excluding Arab countries with 
exports amounted to QR 331 million, or a share of 1.3 
percent of the total exports.
Other European countries came in the sixth place with 
exports amounted to 307 million, or a share of 1.2 
percent, followed by the USA which received exports 
worth of QR 193 million, a share of 0.7 percent, Other 
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American countries which received exports worth of 
QR 57.8 million, or a share of 0.2 percent and Oceania 
which received exports worth of QR 5.97 million, or a 
share of 0. 02 percent.
Qatar’s Foreign trade
The Chamber’s report noted that according to figures 
of The Planning and Statistics Authority for 2021, 
Qatar’s foreign merchandise trade amounted to QR 
419.6 billion, recording a y-on-y increase of 49.4 
percent compared to QR 281.5 billion in 2020 and of 
12.89 percent compared to QR 371.7 billion in 2019. 
This surge in 2021 foreign trade is mainly due to the 
increase of exports which rose by 69.31 percent and 
imports which grew 8.65 percent compared to 2020. 
When comparing with 2019, exports increased by 
19.56 percent, while imports declined by 3.80 percent.
Therefore, the country’s foreign merchandise trade 
balance rose in 2021 by 130.36 percent and 35.15 
percent compared to 2020 and 2019.
The report pointed out that the year 2021 witnessed 
a steady growth in all foreign trade indicators linked 
to the trade balance based on the quarterly analysis of 
data.
According to figures of The Planning and Statistics 
Authority for 2021, the total value of foreign trade 
increased in Q2 by 8.7 percent compared to Q1 because 
of the 10.8 percent increase of exports during the said 
period, with a slight increase in the value of imports 
which grew by 3.1 percent. 
Similarly, the total value of foreign trade increased 
in Q3 by 12.2 percent compared to Q2 because of the 
16.5 percent increase in the value of exports, while the 
value of imports declined by 0.1 percent.
In Q4 2021, the state’s total foreign trade grew by 19.8 
percent compared to Q3, driven by the 21.1 percent 
increase in exports and the 15.5 percent increase in 
imports.
Therefore, the country’s foreign merchandise trade 

balance, which represents the difference between 
total exports and imports, showing an increase of 15.4 
percent in Q2 compared with Q1. It also increased by 
25.4 percent in Q3 compared with Q2, and by 23.5 
percent in Q4 compared with Q3.
Major trade partners
In 2021, Asia was the principal destination of Qatar’s 
exports and the first origin of Qatar’s imports in 2021 
amounted to QR 278.3 billion, followed by the EU with 
total value of trade amounted to QR 70.6 billion.
In third place came the GCC states, with trade 
totaling QR 25.1 million, followed by the USA with 
trade amounted to 18.4 billion, and Other American 
Countries with trade value amounted to QR 7.5 billion.
Other European Countries came in the sixth place 
with trade volume amounted to 7.2 billion, followed 
by Arab Countries excluding Arab countries excluding 
GCC states with trade worth of QR 3.8 billion, Oceania 
with trade volume amounted to 3.8 billion, Other 
African Countries excluding Arab Countries with trade 
amounted to QR 2.9 billion and Other Countries with 
trade amounted to QR 2.1 billion.
In 2021, China was at the top of the countries of 
destination of Qatar’s foreign trade with about QR 
65,874 billion, a share of 15.7 percent of the state’s total 
foreign trade.
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Study on

Prepared by Research and Studies Department
Qatar Chamber of Commerce & Industry

((e adequacy of incentives and facilities provided by the State 
to attract foreign investments and how encouraging they are 

for the local businessman and investor)

Qatar’s Current 
Investment Climate 

Qatar Chamber survey recommends 
increasing QDB’s capital to QR 50 billion

A recent study by Qatar Chamber recommended 
increasing the capital of Qatar Development Bank to 
QR 50 billion and reconsidering procedures of finance 
and allocation of lands, as well as reconsidering some 
aspects of the Investment of Non-Qatari Capital in the 
Economic Activity Law.

The study, titled “Qatar’s Current Investment 
Climate”, focused on the adequacy of incentives and 
facilities provided by the State to attract foreign 
investments, and how encouraging they are for 
local businessman and investor.
It also touched on direct and indirect incentives 
and facilities provided by the State to local and 
foreign investors and delved into how these 
incentives are provided and how easy and 
comprehensive they are. It also reviewed views 
of a number of Qatari businessmen and private 
sector stakeholders throughout the focus on two 
main elements: the finance and the allocation of 
equipped lands for investment projects.
It noted that the State launched a host of strategies 
over the past years for the purpose of providing 
more incentives and facilities to local and foreign 
investors and paving the way for the private sector 
to expand its activities and maximize its share in 
the GDP to expand sources of income away from oil 

and gas. 
Further, it shed light on the Law No. (1) of 2019 
On Regulating Non-Qatari Capital Investment in 
the Economic Activity which replaced Law No. 
(13) of 2000 which provided a host of investment 
incentives for non-Qatari investors including the 
allocation of land through rent or usufruct in 
accordance with the legislation in force in this 
regard and the exemption from income tax in 
accordance with the procedures and regulations 
stipulated in the Income Tax Law.
Elaborating on the features of the law, the study 
said that it exempted the non-Qatari investor 
from customs duties on imports of machinery and 
equipment necessary for their establishment and 
investment enterprises in the industrial sector are 
exempted from customs duties on their imports of 
raw materials and semi manufactured goods that 
are required for production but are unavailable in 
local markets.
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According to the law, the non-Qatari investor are 
free to transfer his investments from and to Qatar 
without delay, including the proceeds from the sale 
or liquidation of all or some of his investments, the 
proceeds of the settlement of investment disputes, and 
any compensation due to a non-Qatari investor.
It allows non-Qatari investors to own a percentage not 
exceeding 49% of the share capital of listed companies, 
provided that the Ministry approves the proposed 
percentage. A non-Qatari investor may also hold a 
higher percentage after the approval of the Council of 
Ministers upon the proposal of the Minister. The law 
allows non-Qatari investors to own 100% of the capital 
in all sectors of the economy across the country.
A non-Qatari investor is prohibited from investing in 
the banking industry and insurance companies, except 
for companies excluded based on a decision of the 
Council of Ministers.
A non-Qatari investor is prohibited from investing 
in commercial agencies and may be prohibited from 
investing in any other sector as decided by the Council 
of Ministers.
The Chamber’s study indicated that there are other 
incentives provided for all investors, whether they are 
Qataris or non-Qataris, including the allocation of 
lands at nominal prices, the provision of electricity, 
water, and gas consumption at nominal prices, no 
taxes on exports, no quantitative quotas on imports 
and no income taxes 
Incentives also included no taxes on Qatari companies 
or GCC companies that own businesses or share 
profits, the presence of efficient and high-quality 
logistics services and the provision of appropriate 
infrastructures, as well as the legal and legislative 
environment that stimulate investments, the provision 
of safe supply chains and easy access to global markets 
through air and sea transport networks.
Ease of obtaining residence permits for the investor 

and his family, flexibility in entry and residence laws 
for skilled and unskilled workers, and the provision 
of support and finance for SMEs are among the 
incentives.
Incentives also included the possibility for the foreign 
investors to own properties in three enterprises: The 
Pearl, West Bay Lake, and Al Khor Resort Enterprise, 
in addition to other 10 areas, in addition to the distinct 
location of Qatar, a center for air transport and a 
center for maritime transport, and the State’s high 
rankings in most global indicators, especially in the 
ease of doing business index.
The study referred to the incentives and facilities 
provided by the Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZA) 
and the Qatar Financial Center (QFC) to attract foreign 
investments and companies. 
It further highlighted the State’s political, economic, 
and social stability and the high degree of security it 
enjoys, in addition to its open economy to the world 
economies, noting that it enjoys a low inflation rate, 
which reached (-2.5%) during the year 2020, and a 
high level of purchasing power thanks to the high 
average per capita income. 
The study recommended that the investment in simple 
services should be limited to Qatari investors and 
stressed the importance to benefit from the successful 
experiments of other countries, such as Turkey, in 
attracting investments by providing an integrated 
system of incentives, facilities, and exemptions.
Recommendations also included reconsidering the 
rental value of lands and calling on the allocation of 
lands should be according to the real need of the State 
rather than wasting lands in similar activities that 
don’t represent a real addition to the national economy.
It called for expanding the partnership between public 
and private sectors according to the PPP law and 
engaging the private sector in developing strategies 
that are related to the private sector.
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Qatar Chamber calls for plan of action to 
mitigate Covid-19 impacts on tourism

Qatar Chamber recently issued a study titled « The 
Reality of Qatar Tourism Sector in The Time of Covid-19...
Challenges & Solutions», highlighting the reality of 
global travel and tourism sector and the reality and 
components of Qatar’s tourism sector in terms of the 
current legislative structure and infrastructure, as well 
as impacts of Covid-19 on the tourism sector.
It also reported on the contribution of tourism to Qatar’s 
GDP and efforts being made to develop the sector.
The report further touched on the Chamber’s role in 
supporting and developing the tourism sector and 
elaborated on the investment opportunities available 
in the tourism sector, in addition to obstacles and 
challenges facing the sector. 
It introduced a set of suggestions and recommendations 
to activate the tourism sector in the state.
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 Global tourism 
According to the study, the 
tourism sector is one of the most 
important and dynamic economic 
sectors in the global economy, 
representing about 30 percent 
of global service exports or $ 1.5 
trillion. It said that within the 
recent decades, the tourism sector 
has achieved high growth rates 
and contributed 10.4% to global 
GDP ($9.170 billion) in 2019, while 
it declined by in 2020 due to the 
repercussions of the Covid-19 
pandemic.
The study, prepared by QC 
Research & Studies Department, 
reviewed features and ingredients 
of the Qatari tourism and facilities 
offered by the state to support the 
sector.

 Qatar tourism  
Elaborating on tourism features in Qatar, the report 
said that Qatar owns one of the best airports and 
airlines in the world and is the safest country globally 
per the World Crime Index from 2017 to 2020 
according to the Global Crime Index.
It also noted that Qatar enjoys strategic distinct 
location, indicating that the UN World Tourism 
Organization ranked Qatar in 2018 as the most open 
country in the Middle East and the 8th most open in 
the world in terms of visa facilitation. Citizens of 88 
countries in the world can enter to Qatar without the 
need to apply or pay for a visa.
Covid-19 impact on the tourism sector
As for the impact of Covid-19 on Qatari tourism, the 
study said this is evident through the number of hotels 
and hotel rooms established during the pandemic 
period, citing the total number of hotels, amounted to 
109 hotels, didn’t see any change during 2020, while 
the number of hotel rooms reached 23,297 by the end 
of 2020 compared to 24,562 in 2019, a decrease of 
5.2% during the same period.

According to the World Travel and Tourism Council, 
the contribution of the travel and tourism sector 
to Qatar’s GDP decreased in 2020 to 7.5%, where 
it amounted to QR 42.7 billion, and the sector 
contributed over 210,300 jobs, or 10.2 percent of the 
country’s total employment in 2020, a 19.8 percent 
decrease.
The QC report also said that despite the negative 
impacts of the pandemic, Qatar’s hospitality 
sector fared exceptionally well compared to global 
benchmarks. Doha had the 6th highest occupancy 
rate worldwide in 2020, and the smallest decline in 
RevPAR among all key global cities.
In 2020, international tourists in Qatar spent over 
QR32.1 billion, compared to QR47.8 billion worth of 
spending by international visitors in 2019, a decrease 
of 32.8%.
Domestic travel and tourism spending by residents 
in Qatar stood at QR6.9 billion in 2020, compared to 
QR11.6 billion in 2019, a decrease of 40.5%.
Incentives & facilities
The study stressed that Qatar places special interest 
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in developing the tourism sector, in way that makes it a global tourist 
destination. It also highlighted the functions made by the Qatar National 
Tourism Council which provides support for activities and events held in 
the state. 
It reviewed the Council’s efforts to attract the best organizers of activities 
from all over the world by offering a range of incentives which include 
facilitating their events, providing financial support and launching 
initiatives, as well as opening representative offices in the most important 
tourist markets, enhancing cooperation with the World Tourism 
Organization and establishing promotional campaigns, in collaboration 
with the world›s most important and famous media and tourism platforms, 
which helped in enhancing Qatar›s status as a global tourist destination.
 Chamber support for the tourism sector 
The study said that the Chamber, as a representative of the private sector 
and through its Tourism Committee, plays an important and active role in 
stimulating domestic tourism by encouraging the private sector to make 
a greater effort to support and develop the sector amid recent challenges. 
It also encourages the private sector to establish tourist projects and hotel 
accommodation facilities in various ratings to make the FIFA World Cup 
2022 a great success.
The Chamber further works through the committee to find solutions for 
obstacles facing the sector, especially in view of the repercussions of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, by finding appropriate solutions and mechanisms, as 
well as by promoting investment opportunities in the sector through the 
Chamber›s website or by publishing them through the Chamber’s magazine 
and other possible means.
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 Investment opportunities  
According to the QC study, the Qatari tourism sector 
offers a myriad of investment opportunities in various 
areas such as establishing new hotels in different 
ratings to suit all visitors and guests, in addition 
to investing in various entertainment and tourism 
projects and mall sector.
Moreover, there are significant opportunities in SMEs 
related to the tourism sector, which are innovative 
projects that generate lucrative profits for investors. 
The tourism sector also offers opportunities in 
business event services, culture and heritage, 
desert safari services, food, health and well-being, 
entertainment activities, sports, recreation, organizing 
tourist tours and accommodation, and transportation 
services.
 Challenges & Obstacles 
The study reviewed some obstacles facing the sector 
such as the lack of infrastructure, as the sector still 
requires many hotels and hotel rooms to meet the 

increasing demand from the large number of tourist 
delegations, lack of tourist resorts in Qatar and lack of 
qualification of the Qatari coastline, which stretches to 
600 km long.
Other obstacles also include the lack of training, skills, 
technical capabilities, and sufficient qualified human 
resources, in addition to ineffectiveness of marketing 
and advertising networks to promote the tourism 
product and lack of studies and research related to the 
tourism sector.
They also include the presence of complicated and 
long procedures for the cruise ships that carry 
tourist delegations, which leads to the delay of these 
delegations, absence of tourist guides approved by the 
official tourism authorities and the high prices of hotel 
accommodation in many resorts due to the health 
requirements related to the pandemic.
Expensive flights and services rates in some hotels, 
which negatively affect domestic tourism, are also 
among obstacles facing the sector.

 Recommendations 
The study recommended the development of a short-term action 
plan to mitigate and reduce the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
on the tourism sector. 
The action plan includes two connected phases; the first focuses 
on reducing the impact of Covid-19 and relaunching tourism 
activities after easing travel restrictions and social distancing, 
while the second focuses on preparing a comprehensive plan to 
revive the tourism sector. 
The study referred to the EU and Singapore experiment in this 
respect which aimed to enhance and encourage cooperation 
between stakeholders in the country›s tourism sector.
 It also recommended promoting tourism in open spaces, such as 
geographical tourism, eco-tourism, safari tourism, rural tourism, 
and adventure tourism, as well as 
encouraging domestic tourism and low-cost aviation to attract 
larger numbers of tourists from the main and promising markets.
The study also offered several suggestions including creating 
new tourism products away from hotels and resorts, with the aim 
of developing and providing an integrated tourism system that 
supports domestic tourism and attracts foreign visitors.
It also suggested developing statistics and indicators related to the 
tourism sector and exchanging data and statistical information 
between the concerned authorities in the country.


